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Abstract. In the globalized world, energy security means the ability of countries and regions to sat-
isfy their energy demands without any threats to their economic, social or political stability. Energy 
security depends on a variety of factors such as availability, reliability, price and sustainability of en-
ergy resources as well as the level of cooperation and competition between producers, consumers 
and transit countries. Energy security in the globalized world is a multifaceted problem that includes 
availability, reliability and accessibility of energy resources. International cooperation is of great im-
portance since energy security is not limited by national borders, but is a common global problem. 
The key role is assigned to international treaties. Countries need to solve legal issues arising in view 
of the transition to the low-carbon economy and guarantee that their policy is in line with the obli-
gations to fight against the climate change. The achievement of safe and sustainable energy future 
in the inter-related world requires a combination of legal measures and strategic planning.
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Аннотация. Энергетическая безопасность в глобализованном мире — ​это способность стран 
и регионов удовлетворять энергетические потребности, не ставя под угрозу свою экономи-
ческую, социальную и политическую стабильность. Энергетическая безопасность зависит 
от многих факторов, таких как наличие, надежность, цена и экологичность энергоресурсов, 
а также уровень сотрудничества и конкуренции между производителями, потребителями 
и транзитными странами. Энергетическая безопасность в глобализованном мире — ​это мно-
гогранная проблема, которая включает в себя наличие, надежность и доступность энерге-
тических ресурсов. Международное сотрудничество имеет важное значение, поскольку энер-
гетическая безопасность не ограничивается национальными границами, а является общей 
глобальной проблемой. Ключевая роль отводится международным договорам. Страны долж-
ны решить юридические проблемы, связанные с переходом к низкоуглеродной экономике, 
гарантируя, что политика соответствует обязательствам по борьбе с изменением климата. 
Для достижения безопасного и устойчивого энергетического будущего во взаимосвязанном 
мире необходимо сочетание правовых мер и стратегического планирования.

Ключевые слова: международно-правовое регулирование в сфере энергетики, энергетиче-
ская безопасность, международные договоры.
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International law regulation in the sphere of ener-
gy security in the globalized world means rules, prin-
ciples and mechanisms that are aimed at regulation 
of the process of integration of energy resources, con-
sumers and markets on the global scale and turn the 
energy sector into a complex system affected by envi-
ronmental, social, political and economic factors. In-
ternational law regulation is aimed at development of 
cooperation, solidarity, consistency and solution of 
problems by countries to ensure energy security de-
fined as continuity, applicability, quality and acces-
sibility of energy supply. In the conditions of global-
ization, international law in the energy security 
sphere is characterized by a multi-tier and dynamic 

structure consisting of various tiers and sources. In-
ternational law cooperation can be classified as fol-
lows:

—  regional international treaties and organizations 
include documents and institutions that govern co-
operation in the energy sphere in certain geographi-
cal regions;

—  specialized international treaties and organiza-
tions include documents and institutions that regu-
late the use of specific energy sources or energy secu-
rity aspects. E.g., the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, the International Energy Agency, the Treaty 
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the 
Kyoto Protocol, etc. [1];
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—  international treaties include treaties that gov-
ern relations in the energy sphere between two or 
more states. E.g., agreements on such matters as tran-
sit, supplies, investments, taxation, solution of dis-
putes in the energy sphere.

Legal impact on energy  
security in the globalized 

world

International treaties play an important role in the 
assurance of energy security in the conditions of glo-
balization and have a considerable impact on the re-
lations between states and companies operating in the 
energy sphere. International treaties determine prin-
ciples aimed at assurance of stability and reliability of 
energy supply in the conditions of global mutual de-
pendence. International treaties such as the Kyoto 
Protocol or the Paris Agreement are important regu-
latory instruments aimed at reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions and encouragement of the transition to 
sustainable energy sources. Such treaties outline ob-
ligations of the states in terms of restriction of the 
harmful impact on the environment and facilitate de-
velopment of joint projects in the sphere of reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions, thus creating a legal 
framework for support of global climate change com-
bating efforts. Multi-party energy treaties are the key 
tools to ensure stability of the energy market. They 
set out supply conditions, tariffs, transit routes and 
even technological standards that form a regulatory 
basis for international cooperation and ensure legal 
predictability for market participants [2]. Special at-
tention should be paid to energy security in the con-
ditions of geopolitical tension as many countries seek 
to diversify their energy sources and lower the depen-
dence on certain suppliers. This process often results 
in execution of long-term energy supply agreements 
to ensure reliability of supplies and promote econom-
ic security. However, conclusion of international 
treaties may be accompanied with some problems 
caused by the multitude of legal systems, national in-
terests and national policies. Settlement of potential 
conflicts requires a high level of diplomatic and legal 
skills to maintain a balance of interests of the parties 
and observe the generally accepted international law 
provisions.

The national energy policy and respective regula-
tion are of fundamental importance in the globalized 
world for the purposes of ensuring energy security of 
the state; at the same time, their impact goes beyond 
national border limits and forms a  complex 

interaction environment on the global energy arena. 
Today, they are an important tool for regulation and 
management of energy resources and affect internal 
aspects of the energy sector along with global eco-
nomic and political relations. The national policy in 
the energy sphere and laws are instruments used by 
countries to ensure energy security. The national pol-
icy in the energy sphere and laws determine the con-
ditions for obtaining benefit from the use of energy 
resources by the countries, the right to select differ-
ent energy sources and authorities to determine the 
general energy supply structure. The national policy 
in the energy sphere and laws also facilitate adapta-
tion of countries to the global energy environment, 
development of cooperation and solidarity in the en-
ergy sphere, assurance of energy supply security, en-
ergy efficiency, the use of renewable energy sources, 
fight against climate change along with research and 
implementation of innovations in the energy sector. 
The legal impact of the national policy in the energy 
sphere and laws on energy security can be expressed 
in the form of rules, standards, sanctions and incen-
tives that govern the energy sector of countries. The 
national policy in the energy sphere and laws affect 
functioning, performance, competitiveness and sus-
tainability of the energy sector. The national policy 
in the energy sphere and laws also ensure confor-
mance of the energy sector to provisions of interna-
tional law, agreements, institutions and mechanisms 
[3]. The legal impact of the national policy in the en-
ergy sphere and laws on energy security in the condi-
tions of globalization not only opens up new oppor-
tunities but also presents challenges. New opportuni-
ties enable expansion of the global coverage of ener-
gy resources, markets and technologies, facilitate 
development of cooperation and solidarity in the en-
ergy sphere, raising energy efficiency and broadening 
the potential of renewable energy sources. New pros-
pects in terms of the fight against climate change are 
developed along with new opportunities for research 
and implementation of innovations in the energy 
sphere.

The national policy in the energy sphere and re-
spective laws play an important role in the establish-
ment and assurance of energy security across the 
globe, have a direct impact on states, corporations 
and members of the public. Contemporary national 
energy strategies and laws determine mechanisms of 
regulation of generation, distribution and consump-
tion of energy for achievement of sustainable devel-
opment goals, efficiency and conformance to envi-
ronmental standards [4]. The national regulation of 
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the energy industry is closely interrelated with such 
global problems as climate change. Many countries 
adopt laws aimed at reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions and encouragement of transition to renew-
able energy sources, so energy companies are forced 
to implement innovations and apply more sustainable 
technologies, which in the end results in reduction of 
the global carbon footprint. The state policy in the 
energy sphere has a direct impact on energy strate-
gies and investment decisions of companies. Tariff 
regulation, taxation principles and encouragement of 
advancement of environmentally friendly technolo-
gies shape decisions on development of the energy in-
frastructure and investment priorities.

Legal strategies of assurance 
of energy security  

in the globalized world

Legal strategies of assurance of energy security can 
be focused on three key areas: security of energy sup-
ply, integration of the energy market, energy efficien-
cy and renewable energy sources. Legal activities re-
quired in the named spheres include:

—  security of energy supply. In order to prevent 
any interruption or reduction of energy supplies, one 
requires such legal measures as diversification of en-
ergy supply sources and routes, increase of the ener-
gy storage capacity and emergency planning, protec-
tion of and strengthening the energy infrastructure, 
creation of mechanisms of cooperation and solidari-
ty between energy suppliers and consumers, applica-
tion of energy diplomacy to ensure implementation 
of such processes;

—  integration of the energy market. In order to 
achieve competitiveness, transparency, fairness and 
efficiency of the energy market, one can adopt such 
measures as liberalization, supervision and integra-
tion of the energy market on regional and global lev-
els [5]. The named reforms can bring such advantag-
es as energy price reduction, encouragement of trade 
in energy resources, facilitation of investments in the 
energy industry and enhancing reliability of energy 
supply;

—  energy efficiency and renewable energy sourc-
es. In order to reduce energy consumption, ensure 
sustainability of energy resources, fight climate 
change, raise energy efficiency and expand the use of 
renewable energy sources, one can adopt provisions 
that satipulate incentives and support mechanisms. 
Such measures can facilitate improvement of energy 

supply, energy cost reduction, development of coun-
try-level environmentally friendly energy generation 
and reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.

Development  
of the energy  

infrastructure:  
legal barriers  

and opportunities

Development of the energy infrastructure is an im-
portant component of assurance of energy security, 
efficiency, sustainability and accessibility of energy. 
In the conditions of globalization, development of 
the energy infrastructure encounters legal obstacles 
as well as opportunities. 

Legal obstacles to the development of energy in-
frastructure include legal uncertainty, inconsistency 
of legal norms, contradictions in legal regulation, and 
an imbalance of interests of participants in legal re-
lations [6]. 

Legal opportunities for the development of energy 
infrastructure include the introduction of legal incen-
tives, measures to support participants in climate 
projects, and legal support for digitalization in the 
energy sector. It seems advisable to develop standards 
and codes that establish requirements for energy in-
frastructure [7].

The role  
of international law  
in the establishment  

of the global energy policy

International law plays a pivotal role in the estab-
lishment of the global energy policy and performs 
an important regulatory function against the back-
ground of complication of international relations 
and strategic relevance of energy resources. Hence, 
international law becomes the main tool to govern 
the use, distribution and management of energy re-
sources within the framework of inter-state rela-
tions. Today, the energy industry is perceived as an 
integral part of economic development and nation-
al security causing the need to view the energy pol-
icy in the light of both national and international as-
pects [8]. 

International law incorporates a number of provi-
sions and principles that facilitate sustainable use of 
energy resources, regulation of trade in energy 
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resources, control over the impact on the environ-
ment and assurance of energy security. From the 
global energy policy standpoint, international law 
provides for fair and balanced distribution of energy 
resources considering their limited nature and grow-
ing global energy demands. With this in mind, the 
right of access to energy resources is one of the fun-
damental international law elements in the establish-
ment of the energy policy. International law is aimed 
at assurance of fair and transparent resolution of en-
ergy disputes between states and facilitates peaceful 
settlement of conflicts related to the use of energy re-
sources. Moreover, international law is aimed at 
minimization of the impact on the environment, as-
surance of sustainability of energy projects and man-
agement of energy security risks through regulation 
of obligations of companies and states operating in 
the energy sector. Thus, international law serves to 
balance the impact of energy projects through inclu-
sion of national and global interests in the energy 
policy. International law plays the fundamental reg-
ulatory role in development of the global energy pol-
icy. [9] The limited nature of energy resources, grow-
ing energy demands and environmental factors turn 
international law into the main mechanisms of es-
tablishment of the energy policy. Thus, internation-
al law maintains its relevance as a complex tool for 
regulation of inter-state relations aimed at assurance 
of energy security, settlement of conflicts and facil-
itation of fair and sustainable management of ener-
gy resources.

Conference  
of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties (COP) is the major 
element of international cooperation in the environ-
mental and sustainable development sphere. This is 
the supreme governing body of various international 
conventions such as the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). The 
COP unites representatives of the member states to 
discuss progress reached by conventions and adopt 
decisions aimed at improvement of their implemen-
tation. Conferences are held regularly and serve as 
a platform to discuss matters associated with global 
environmental problems such as climate change, pro-
tection of biological diversity and desertification con-
trol. The member states use these meetings to share 
information on national strategies, achievements and 
problems related to discharge of obligations within 

the framework of conventions. One of the most fa-
mous COPs is the Climate Change Conference that 
gathers a lot of attention of the global community 
year after year. E.g., the 26th session of COP 26 held 
in Glasgow in 2021 was dedicated to the efforts aimed 
at promotion of actions under the Paris Agreement. 
The COP acts based on the regulation adopted at the 
first meeting, which can be amended at subsequent 
sessions. The COP’s main tasks are studying the re-
sults of implementation of conventions, submission 
of recommendations for prevention of and reaction 
to environmental issues, development of an action 
plan and creation of auxiliary bodies to study the 
matters associated with the implementation of con-
ventions. Resolutions adopted by the COP are of le-
gal force for the member states and can include adop-
tion of new protocols, amendments to conventions 
and even development of new international instru-
ments. These resolutions are of great importance for 
the establishment of the international policy in the 
environmental protection and sustainable develop-
ment sphere.

Conclusion

Energy security is of utmost importance in the 
globalized world since this sphere unites the legal 
field and strategic tasks. Legal consequences are 
rather far-reaching because international multilater-
al and bilateral treaties define conditions of trade in 
energy resources, protection of investments and en-
vironmental protection. Energy security strategies 
need to take these legal complications into account, 
ensuring stability of energy supply. Diversification of 
energy sources is one of the key strategies that gives 
an opportunity to lower dependence from a certain 
energy type or source. This strategy stipulates the use 
of fossil fuels, nuclear energy and expansion of ap-
plication of renewable energy sources. International 
treaties serve as a platform for cooperation and res-
olution of disputes between countries, facilitate the 
development of a stable environment for trade in en-
ergy resources. Investments in technologies of re-
newable energy sources are not only a part of the en-
ergy security strategy but also a legal necessity since 
countries are bound by international obligations to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, such as the Paris 
Agreement. The transition to the low-carbon econ-
omy requires legal support in the form of subsidies, 
tax benefits and regulations that encourage innova-
tions and introduction of pollution-free energy. De-
velopment of the infrastructure is another strategic 
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component that needs a reliable regulatory frame-
work to set up transborder pipelines, supply systems 
and chains.
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